HOMES Project (Section 508 Compliance)

· Consistent with the statutory requirements set forth in Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794d), SEC-M has selected three COTS products that assess web site 508 compliance, in conjunction with SEC-M’s own technical capabilities.  The COTS products are: 

· AccVerify™ (with AccRepair™ to correct deficiencies when found) - from Hiawatha Island Software Inc. (HISoftware)

· Bobby© (a freeware tool) – from the Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) 

· Job Access With Speech (JAWS™) - a product of Henter-Joyce, a division of Freedom Scientific
AccVerify™/AccRepair™ differentiates between the W3C Guidelines and the Rehabilitation Act 508 Section 1194.22, by implementing programmatic verification and reporting all errors/non-compliance with the standards. In addition, the standard has many rules that are not possible to check programmatically. In these cases, a checklist is provided to ensure that complete reviews of the web site are conducted before it is deemed accessible.

Bobby© evaluates web pages for accessibility to users with disabilities. It checks for the presence or absence of particular features, or their characteristics, but does not check HTML syntax. Nevertheless, because Bobby evaluates HTML it is important that there not be HTML errors, such as ‘Priority 1’ errors. The Priority 1 section of the report may be used with manual checking of Section 508 (Subpart B, Technical Standards, Section 1194.22 Web-based intranet and internet information and applications. 16 rules. Items m, n, o, p).

JAWS™ works for any application in Windows by reading aloud the text in buttons, labels, text boxes, pop-up help items, etc. In most applications it reads aloud as the user tabs around the screen and different items are selected. For the web, JAWS™ functions by reading everything on a page when it is loaded. It starts by telling the user how many links are on the page, then reads the text and alt text for the links and the content of the page as it encounters them in the html. 
SEC-M tested the HOMES Help Desk web site for Section 508 compliance on several levels: a manual examination and verification of the web pages in conjunction with JAWS™, Bobby©, and AccVerify™/AccRepair™. Bobby© did not identify any Priority 1 errors. According to AccVerify™/AccRepair™, the HOMES site complies as required with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794d).  

